
'RATHCLARE HOUSE'
BUTTEVANT, COUNTY CORK

A delightful Victorian house set in a wonderful parkland setting fronting the River Awbeg

Entrance Hall, Staircase Hall, Drawing Room, Dining Room, Study, Library, 
Kitchen/Breakfast Room, Utility, Boot Room. Conservatory. Five Bedrooms. Two Bathrooms. 

About 330 sq metres (3,500 sq ft)
Lawns bounded by Ha-Ha with Balustrade over looking Parkland. Walled Garden. 

Double Yard with Stables and Stores. Garage. Paddocks. Mature Trees. 
C 1 km Frontage to River Awbeg. Single Bank Fishing.

In all about 45 Hectares (113 Acres)

Available as a Whole or in Lots - Lot 1 Rathclare House with c18 acres 

Lot 2 c95 acres of Tillage and Pasture

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Rathclare is a most attractive Victorian 5 bay house enjoying a delightful parkland setting 
with southerly aspects over a gentle slope to the banks of the River Awbeg. 

Once part of the vast Egmont estate and originally a smaller house believed to date from 
the mid 18th century, the house was purchased by Canon David Burdon in 1886,

remaining in the family to the present day. 



The house is steeply hipped with large chimney stacks. The bay windows were removed 
in 1965 whilst the single storey library was dismantled and rebuilt in 1986 to the original design. 

A double yard directly adjoins the house to the north. The large windows and high 
ceilings afford an airy interior full of light, with the main rooms facing south 

and enjoying the parkland setting. The easily managed and well-proportioned 
accommodation extends to over 330 sq metres, (3,500 sq ft) arranged on two floors, 

and includes three reception rooms and five bedrooms.

The property is located a short distance north of the town of Buttevant, a medieval market 
town, situated to the north of County Cork. The origins of the present town are Norman, 

and closely connected with the principal stronghold of the de Burgh (Barry) clan from the 13th 
century. The area has strong religious association from this time with the Franciscan friary in the 

middle of the town and the Augustinian Ballybeg Priory a short distance to the south.

Buttevant also has many literary associations: Edmund Spencer, referred to it and the gentle Awbeg 
River in The Faerie Queen; Anthony Trollope through in his novel Castle Richmond; James Joyce 
played a game of hurling here in his Portrait of an Artist as a Young Man; Cannon Sheehan of 

Doneraile mentions Buttevant in several of his novels, not least in Glenanaar 
and Elizabeth Bowen mentions it in her family history Bowen's Court. The town has equine 

associations with the steeplechase originating here in 1752 as a result of a horse race from the 
steeple of Doneraile church, 6 km away.



 

There is excellent access to Cork city and International Airport and to Limerick and Shannon Airport 
via the newly opened Shannon tunnel. The town offers shopping and banking facilities with 

outstanding leisure and sporting amenity close by. Golf is available at Charleville (27 holes), Mallow 
(18 holes) and Doneraile (9 holes) with fishing to the Awbeg and Blackwater. 

Racing is at Mallow, Limerick and Killarney with an extensive point-to-point calendar locally 
over the winter months. The property lies within the Duhallow Hunt country with the

County Limerick and Scarteen being within easy boxing distance. The Ballyhoura Mountain Park 
comprises 10,000 hectares of mountain, woodlands and peat bog (bird-watching, walking 

routes, forest and cycle trails) is close by. A walking festival is held in April. 

The larger centres of Mallow and Charleville are some 13 km distant with comprehensive financial,
shopping and leisure facilities together with mainline rail station at Mallow, which also offers direct 

service to Cork, Dublin and Killarney. Cork International Airport provides a range of internal and 
European destinations whilst Shannon International Airport offers frequent scheduled flights to 

Europe and North America. 



ACCOMMODATION

Portico. Half-glazed double doors with fanlight over.

Entrance Hall Approx. 6.65 m x 3.34
Timber floor. Panelled to dado. Door off to Dining Room. Arched screen to

Inner Hall
Staircase to first floor lit by arched window with stained glass. Cloakroom off. Parquet floor. 

Dining Room (S&E) Approx. 4.60 m x 3.95 m 
A bright double-aspect room with three windows. Ceiling cornice and centre rose. 

Drawing Room (S) Approx. 6.50 m x 3.95 m 
A bright room with two windows and original porch now incorporated.  Open fireplace with 

Kilkenny and Cork marble chimney-piece with cast iron insert. Ceiling cornice and centre rose.  
Study (W) Approx. 4.48 m x 3.35 m

Library (S&W) Approx. 8.00 m x 4.90 m
A double aspect projection to the house rebuilt in 1986 with sliding doors and separate access via 

own porch. Fireplace with cast iron wood burning stove. Parquet floor.

Conservatory Approx 17.25 m x 4.97 m
A large, practical room currently used as games/family room and for summer entertaining. 

Polycarbonate translucent roof. Sliding glazed doors to House Yard. Vine. 



Kitchen/Breakfast Room (E) Approx. 4.95 m x 4.38 m
Tirolia oil range. Double drainer stainless steel sink. Storage units. Boot Room off
with door to rear yard and Garage.  Laundry  with hot press and Boiler room off.  

FIRST FLOOR

Master Bedroom 1 (S&E) Approx. 6.90 m x 3.90 m 
Double aspect. Glazed door to balcony over original entrance porch. Timber floor. 

En suite Bathroom 1 Approx. 4.20 m x 3.95 m  Comprising bath, 

shower cubicle, wash hand basin and WC. 

Bedroom 2 (N&E) Approx. 5.15 m x 4.60 m
Double aspect. 

Bedroom 3 (E) Approx. 4.85 m x 3.35 m 
Glazed door to balcony over portico

Bedroom 4 (W) Approx. 4.45 m x 3.35 m 

Bedroom 5 Approx. 3.55 m x 2.80 m

Family Bathroom 2
Bath, shower cubicle, vanity sink, WC.



OUTSIDE
The house is approached via entrance gates and tarmac drive, leading to a carriage circle with 

parking and leading on to the Yard to the rear The house is enclosed to the front by lawns 
bounded by balustrade over a ha-ha. The immediate grounds are heavily planted with 

specimen beech, which are a particular feature of the property. A Walled garden is located 
adjacent to the house and has a number of fruit trees including pear apple and plum.

To the rear is the House Yard with single storey cottage (workshop), log store and garage. 
A bell tower arch leads to the Yard with a range of traditional stone under slate 

lofted outbuildings. Theses include stabling with 4 original stalls. The land is laid out in 
7 divisions in total, in tillage and pasture, with two paddocks around the house and a 

delightful inch running along the Awbeg with c 1 km of river frontage.

SERVICES
Mains electricity and water. Private drainage to septic tank. Oil fired central heating to radiators.

DIRECTIONS
About 500 m after leaving Buttevant on the N20 Limerick road and on crossing the Awbeg 

river the property will be found, via the second entrance on the left hand side. Please note that no 
signboards are erected at the property.



FOR SALE FREEHOLD BY PRIVATE TREATY

FURTHER INFORMATION & VIEWING
Please e-mail or call the sole agents, in confidence :-

Tel. + 353 (0) 25 31023 or 087 2627488
E mail mhdanielsandco@eircom.net

www.michaelhdaniels.com

IMPORTANT NOTICE
These particulars are for guidance only and are prepared in good faith to give a fair 
description of the property but do not constitute part of an offer or contract. Any 

description or information given should not be relied on as a statement of fact. Neither 
Michael H. Daniels & Co., nor any of their employees has any authority to 

give or make any representation or warranty whatsoever in relation to the property. 
Any areas, measurements or distances are approximate only. 

mailto:mhdanielsandco@eircom.net
http://www.michaelhdaniels.com/

